
 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of Eynsford Parish Council held on Thursday 18th 

July 2024, at the Parish Office, Priory Lane, Eynsford, at 7.30pm. 
               

 

9198 PRESENT 

  

 Members Present 

Mr M Barker  

Mr A Cooke 

 Mr J Griffiths (left at 9.45pm) 

Mrs J Laird 

Mr D Naylor 

Mrs H Sim 

 

Others Present 

Ms D Burns (left 8.36pm), Cllr R Gough (9pm – 9.31pm) 

 

 Clerk in Attendance 

 Mrs H Ivaldi  

 

9199 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 Mr V Robson, Mr O Young. Mr J Gee. 

 

In the absence of Mr Robson, Mr Cooke chaired the meeting. 

 

9200 CHAIR’S REMARKS 

None 

 

9201 CLERK’S COMMENTS 

Mrs Ivaldi noted that Mrs Wintour had now left the parish council. 

 

9202 GOVERNANCE 

 

a) Declarations of Interest 

None. 

 

 b) Minutes of Previous Meeting 

The minutes of the last full council meeting held on 20th June 2024 were presented for approval. 

 

RESOLVED: That the minutes are accepted as a true and complete record and that the 

recommendations are approved.  

  

 c) Finance Notes  

The clerk submitted a list of accounts, and a budget report, for June 2024, as per Appendix A and 

a schedule of payments.  

 

RESOLVED: That, subject to moving the payment to GF Garden Maintenance from the Village 

Hall Project Support budget to the Harrow Meadow Grounds Maintenance budget, the accounts 

are approved, and that the payments are made. 

 

 d) Outstanding Actions 

 Councillors were asked to review any outstanding actions. 



 

 

Mrs Laird noted that the playground article had been completed by Mr Young. Mr Naylor noted 

that Kent Downs are now taking over the riverside interpretation board project. Mr Cooke note 

that the allotment inspection had been completed. 

 

RESOLVED: That the information is noted and that the spreadsheet is updated. 

 

 e) Car Park Maintenance Cost – New Village Hall 

Councillors were asked to agree what proportion of the maintenance of the new car park the parish 

council would pay. 

 

RESOLVED: That councillors put forward a 50/50 split of maintenance costs to the village hall 

trustees.  

 

f) WhatsApp Policy 

A proposed policy about the council’s use of WhatsApp had been circulated and was discussed. 

Some changes were suggested. 

 

RESOLVED: That suggested amendments are made to the proposed WhatsApp policy and that it 

is brought back to another meeting for final approval. 

 

g) Recruitment 

The recruitment working group reported to the council with their recommendations regarding the 

appointment of an Assistant Clerk which were agreed. 

 

RESOLVED: That a vacancy for a part time Assistant Clerk to work 12 hours per week with a 

starting salary at SPC 13 (pro rata) is advertised. That the vacancy is advertised in the parish 

newsletter, parish council website and social media and on the https://findajob.dwp.gov.uk/ 

website and in job centres plus on noticeboards around the village. That the closing date will be 

30th August with interviews planned for early September. That the Clerk will work three days a 

week in the interim to cover the council’s workload. 

 

9203 PLANNING 

  

a) Report of the Last Planning Committee Meeting. 

Councillors were asked to approve the report of the Planning committee, held on 1st July 2024. 

 

 RESOLVED: That the report is approved. 

 

b) Notifications of Planning Consents/Refusals 
24/01166/HOUSE – Sparepenny Cottage, Sparepenny Lane, Eynsford – GRANTED 

24/01048/FUL – Land Adj 42 Riverside, Eynsford – REFUSED 

24/01262/HOUSE – 51 Old Mill Close, Eynsford - GRANTED 

24/01047/CONVAR – Land Adj 42 Riverside, Eynsford – GRANTED 

24/01193/HOUSE – 1 Baldwins Cottages, Lullingstone Lane, Eynsford - REFUSED 

 

RESOLVED: That the information is noted. 

 

c) Tree Work Application 24/01755/WTCA – St Martin’s Church, High Street, Eynsford 

Notification has been received of an application to carry out various works to trees as highlighted 

in a recent tree survey carried out for the church. This has been sent to the Tree Warden for 

comment. 

 

https://findajob.dwp.gov.uk/


 

 

RESOLVED: That the information is noted. 

 

d) Pedham Place Update 

Mr Robson had provided a written update for the council as follows: 

“Sevenoaks District Council’s DCAC meeting on 11th July confirmed that Plan 2040 has been 

delayed to capture more evidence. The dates are likely to be early winter before the plan can be 

presented to Sevenoaks District Council. This would mean that public consultation on Regulation 

19 will be January/February 2025, we can expect pop-ups and another consultation document. 

Then a public review could occur summer 2025. We do not know what impact the new 

government may have on Plan 2040 or dates. 

One disturbing comment from an officer of SDC in the meeting was that “nothing really comes 

back from Pop-ups”. This is disappointing because so much information, questions, and 

attendance happened when Farningham managed to get SDC to provide a local event last time. 

They must have not taken notes or passed them on! 

We still have no information on how then intend to make Pedham Place a sustainable 

development.” 

 

The CPRE campaign to protect the Green Belt was also mentioned. 

 

RESOLVED:  That the information is noted. 

 

e) Consultant for the Local Plan 

Councillors were told that Farningham Parish Council had sought tenders from planning 

consultants to help to support the case against building on Green Belt in our parishes. The details 

of the favoured consultant had been circulated. Councillors were asked to consider paying £4634, 

a proportion of the total cost. Ms Burns, a Farningham Parish Councillor was present and 

explained the process, timescales and how the consultant could help. Ms Burns left before a 

decision was made. 

 

RESOLVED: That the council contributes £4634 to Farningham Parish Council towards the cost 

of the consultant. That £4634 is transferred from the Harrow Meadow Changing Rooms 

refurbishment budget to the Pedham Place budget for this purpose. 

 

9204 HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION 

 

a) Report of the Last Highways & Transportation Committee Meeting. 

Councillors were asked to approve the report of the Highways & Transportation committee, held 

on 1st July 2024. 

 

 RESOLVED: That the report is approved. 

 

b) Highways Improvement Plan Update 

No update was available, so this item was deferred until the next meeting. 

 

9205 COMMUNITY 

 

a) Police & Crime Report 

Mr Barker reported that there had been no reported incidents at Riverside in the past six weeks. 

He said that it was important to let the police know about any key upcoming events that could 

cause issues in Eynsford. 

 

The Clerk provided details of crime statistics. In May 26 crimes were reported as follows: 



 

 

 

Lullingstone Golf Club 1 x Vehicle Crime 

Lullingstone Visitor Centre 2 x ASB 

    1 x Criminal damage/arson 

Eynsford Station  3 x Criminal damage/arson 

    1 x ASB 

Station Road   1 x ASB 

Saddlers Park   2 x ASB 

Bower Lane   1 x Other theft 

Riverside   7 x ASB 

    2 x Criminal damage/arson 

    1 x Other theft 

High Street   1 x Criminal damage/arson 

Mill Lane   1 x ASB 

Crockenhill Lane  1 x ASB 

    1 x Vehicle crime 

 

 RESOLVED: That the information is noted. 

 

 b) FFA Funding Conference in Sevenoaks 

 No update was available so this item was deferred until the next meeting. 

 

 c) Family Fun Day 7th August 

Councillors were reminded that Eynsford’s Family Fun Day would be held from 10.30am – 

1.30pm at Anthony Roper Primary School on 7th August. Councillors were encouraged to 

volunteer to help out on the day with refreshments and to speak to members of the public 

attending. 

 

RESOLVED: That Mr Barker, Mr Naylor and Mr Cooke would attend and help the Clerk at the 

fun day. 

 

9206 OPEN SPACES 

 

a) Report of the Last Open Spaces Committee Meeting. 

Councillors were asked to approve the report of the Open Spaces committee, held on 3rd June 

2024. 

 

RESOLVED: That item 2 is amended, and that subject to the amendments, the report is 

approved. 

 

b) Village Beacon 

Councillors were asked to consider purchasing a beacon for the village. No information was 

available so this item was deferred until the next suitable meeting. 

 

c) Harrow Meadow Changing Rooms Refurbishment  

Councillors were asked to approve the recommendations of the working group that had been 

assigned to look at what works were required at the changing rooms. 

 

RESOLVED: That the following list of recommendations is approved to be carried out at the end 

of the next season, subject to funding: 

1. Cut back the oversailing branches of the trees behind the building and clean the roof tiles 

of moss. 



 

 

2. Realign and repair the gutters and down pipes. Consider installing leaf guards. 

3. Upgrade the amount of loft insulation to 300mm. 

4. Carry out local repairs to the external doors including strengthening around locks and 

shoot bolts. 

5. Replace all windows with UPVC Georgian wired obscure glass some openable hinged at 

the bottom with open restrictor. 

6. The committee does not consider removing the plaster from all corridor walls an 

appropriate repair. It is recommended that the defective plaster is removed to a height of 1.6m 

above floor level and rendered with a cement/sand mix incorporating a water proofing agent and a 

multi finish. 

7. Incorporate in the corridor low surface radiator including humidistat operational extract 

fan. 

8. Replace all internal doors along with door furniture 

9. Replace lights with LED fittings 

10. Replace wiring to corridor floor socket incorporating surface mounted galvanised conduit. 

11. Remove all the Dimplex heaters above shower entrances and main access door. 

12. Install extraction fans within each shower area ducted to an external wall and incorporating 

an overrun and dehumidifier. 

13. Provide no slip vinyl flooring within the main body of the shower area including a new 

floor gully. 

14. Provide non-porous finish PVCu cladding overlaid on the existing tiled walls with a 

homogenous joint between floor and wall finish.  

15. Provide new ceilings within each shower area 

16. Provide a new method of heating the hot water, as current system is not economical, 

including new shower heads. 

17. Remove all under bench heaters and replace with low surface temperature double 

connectors on a timer control. 

18. Test whether the existing Artex ceilings contain asbestos. 

19. Carry out a CCTV survey of the existing foul sewer and jet clean. 

20. Replace ceiling to the storeroom 

 

That the following work is carried out before the start of the new season (subject to quotes): 

• Replace the broken loft hatch 

• Carry out plaster repairs est. £1300.00 

• Carry out an electrical check as the last one was dated 2019. 

 

At this point, 9pm, Mr Gough arrived and the meeting was opened up to members of the public as 

minuted in Appendix Q. The meeting resumed at 9.31pm. 

 

Mr Gough left at this point, 9.31pm. 

 

d) Rental Agreements with Football Clubs 

Councillors were asked to review previous rental agreements with the football clubs. Various 

amendments were suggested.  

 

RESOLVED: That a revised agreement is created and brought back to the council for approval. 

 

Mr Griffiths left at this point, 9.45pm. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

e) Grounds Maintenance Contracts 

Councillors were asked to consider looking at the grounds maintenance contract relating to 

amenity areas as some of the areas currently included are also been managed and maintained by 

Eynsford in Bloom and local residents. 

 

RESOLVED: That a meeting is held with representatives from Eynsford in Bloom to discuss this 

further. 

 

9207 FACILITIES & ENVIRONMENT 

 

a) Report of the Last Facilities and Environment Committee Meeting. 

Councillors were asked to approve the report of the Facilities & Environment committee, held on 

1st July 2024. 

 

 RESOLVED: That the report is approved. 

 

b) Leaflet to Cut Hedges 

Councillors were told that Mr Gee, the Tree Warden, had suggested creating a leaflet to send to 

residents to ask them to cut back their hedges. 

 

RESOLVED: That an article is put in the next newsletter and on social media asking residents to 

keep their hedges cut back from the road/pavement, taking into account nesting seasons.  

 

c) Lullingstone Liaison Group Update 

Mr Cooke provided an update on the recent meeting of the Lullingstone Liaison Group. The new 

‘ripple bench’ had been installed. There were further discussions about the proposed 

pedestrian/cycle route between Lullingstone Castle and the visitor centre. This had been stalled 

whilst issued around ownership and permission were resolved. Mr Gough and the Darent Valley 

Landscape Partnership were working on making this happen. Finally, there are now 22 goats 

happily living at Preston Hill. 

 

RESOLVED: That the information is noted. 

 

The meeting ended at 10pm. 

 

 

 

 

  Chairperson: 15th August 2024 

  



 

 

Minutes of the Extraordinary meeting of Eynsford Parish Council held on 

Monday 1st July 2024, at the Parish Office, Priory Lane, Eynsford, at 

8:47pm. 
               

 

 PRESENT 

  

 Members Present 

Mr A Cooke 

Mr M Barker 

Mrs J Laird 

 Mr V Robson (Chair of the Council) 

 Mrs H Sim 

 Mr O Young 

  

 Others Present 

  

 Clerk in Attendance 

 Mrs N Wintour 

 

 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

  

 Mr J Griffiths 

Mr D Naylor 

 

 GOVERNANCE 

 

1) Declarations of Interest 

 

None. 

  
2)  Review and Approval of Standing Orders 

 

Councillors are asked to review the parish council’s Standing Orders. 

 

RESOLVED:  That the Standing Orders are approved and are scheduled to be reviewed again at 

the council’s AGM and are reviewed every year at the AGM. 

 

3) Review and Approval of Financial Regulations 

 

 Councillors are asked to review the parish council’s Financial Regulations. 

 

 Resolved: That the Financial Regulations are approved and are scheduled to be reviewed again at 

 the Council’s AGM and are reviewed every year at the AGM. 

 

The meeting ended at 9:00 pm. 

 

 

 

  Chairperson: 18th July 2024 

  



 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee of Eynsford Parish Council held on 

Monday 1st July 2024 held at Eynsford Parish Office at 7.30 p.m. 
  

 

 Members Present 

Mr M Barker (Chair of Planning)  

Mr A Cooke 

Mr J Gee 

 Mrs J Laird  

Mr V Robson 

 Mrs H Sim 

 Mr O Young 

   

 Others Present 

 

 Clerk in Attendance 

 Mrs N Wintour 

 

 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Mr J Griffiths 

Mr D Naylor 

  

1) Declarations of Interest 

  

None. 

 

2) Planning application 24/01047/CONVAR – Land adj 42 Riverside, Eynsford 

Plans relating to variation of conditions 2 and 7 were tabled for discussion.   

 

Resolved: That no objection is made. 

 

3) Planning Application 24/01444/LDCEX – Unit 10 Furlongs Farm, Riverside 

Plans relating to a lawful development certificate to formally recognise that lawful 

implementation of planning permission remains extant were tabled for discussion. 

 

Resolved: That no objection is made. 

 

4) Neighbourhood Plan 

Councillors were asked to discuss what was involved in creating a neighbourhood plan and 

whether to proceed or to do more research first.  Councillors talked about combining a 

neighbourhood plan with Crockenhill Parish Council and Farningham Parish Council.  Mr Barker 

suggested it would not be worth doing much work on a neighbourhood plan until SDC local plan 

is agreed. Neighbourhood plans were discussed in general, as to what they can achieve.  

A suggestion was made to speak to Fawkham PC for advice and information on their 

neighbourhood plan 

 

Resolved: That Mrs Sim will reach out to Fawkham Parish Council for advice and bring the item 

back to another meeting with further information.  That Mr Robson speaks to Farningham & 

Crockenhill Parish Council about combining neighbourhood plans.  That Mr Barker will find out 

the difference between town council neighbourhood plans vs parish council neighbourhood plans. 

 

The meeting of the Planning Committee closed at 7.48 p.m. 



 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Highways & Transportation Committee of Eynsford 

Parish Council held on Monday 1st July 2024 held at Eynsford Parish Office at 7.48 

p.m. 
 

  

Members Present 

Mr M Barker   

Mr A Cooke 

Mr J Gee 

 Mrs J Laird   

 Mr V Robson (Chair of Highways & Transportation Committee)  

 Mrs H Sim 

 Mr O Young 

    

 Others Present 

  

 Clerk in Attendance 

 Mrs N Wintour 

 

 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

  

Mr J Giffiths 

 Mr D Naylor 

  

1) Declarations of Interest 

 None 

 

2) HIP Update 

No information had been received from Kent Highways so this item was deferred until an update 

is available. 

 

3) De-lumination of signs in a 20mph Zone 

Sevenoaks Town Council are objecting to a requirement from KCC to de-luminate all signs within 

a proposed 20mph.  Their objection is for both cost and safety reasons.  This could potentially 

affect other areas in the future.  Councillors were asked to discuss this. 

 

Resolved: That we ask KCC their reasoning for the de-lumination. That the information is noted. 

 

4) Resident Parking Permits 

 

Councillors were asked to agree whether residents parking permits in Eynsford might be possible 

and costs/uses surrounding this possibility.  Information had been requested from Sevenoaks 

District Council who set up parking permits on roads and a discussion was held as to how this 

could work.   

Mr Robson proposed that we take the idea further and investigate and ask residents their opinions. 

The vote was spilt, Mr Robson used his chair’s vote to vote for further investigation.  

 

Resolved:  That further investigation is done on this, and an article is put in the newsletter asking 

for residents’ views on resident parking schemes. 

 

The meeting of the Highways & Transportation Committee closed at 8.12 pm. 

 



 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Open Spaces Committee of Eynsford Parish Council held 

on Monday 3rd June 2024 held at Eynsford Parish Office at 8.12 p.m. 
 

 

 Members Present 

Mr M Barker   

Mr A Cooke (Chair of Open Spaces Committee)  

Mr J Gee 

 Mrs J Laird  

 Mr V Robson   

 Mrs H Sim 

 Mr O Young 

    

 Others Present 

  

 Clerk in Attendance 

 Mrs N Wintour 

 

 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

  

Mr J Griffiths 

Mr D Naylor 

  

1) Declaration of Interest 

 

 None 

  

2) Agreement with Cricket Club 

 

Councillors were asked to review a draft agreement of use of Common Meadow by Eynsford 

Cricket Club. Mr Cooke noted that it is a good first draft. Mr J Gee suggested some amendments 

including a fixed term, a requirement to allow the council to book the meadow for events, rates to 

be ECC’s responsibility, road maintenance contribution to be considered, public insurance to have 

an amount stated and ECC to be liable for cars parked on Common meadow during cricket 

matches.  JL noted all Mr Gee’s amendments and agreed to review.   

 

Resolved: That the amendments are made, and that Mrs J Laird will bring back the agreement to 

the council to agree.  

 

 

The meeting of the Open Spaces Committee closed at 8.43p.m. 

 

  



 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Facilities & Environment Committee of Eynsford Parish 

Council held on Monday 1st July 2024 held at Eynsford Parish Office at 8.43 pm. 
 

 

 Members Present 

Mr M Barker   

Mr A Cooke  

Mr J Gee 

 Mrs J Laird   

 Mr V Robson 

 Mrs H Sim 

 Mr O Young 

  

 Others Present 

  

 Clerk in Attendance 

 Mrs N Wintour 

 

 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

   

 Mr J Griffiths 

Mr D Naylor (Chair of Facilities & Environment Committee) 

 

In the absence of Mr Naylor Mr Robson chaired the meeting 

 

1) Declarations of Interest 

 None. 

 

2) Climate Change Training Course 

 Mr D Naylor was due to provide a verbal report on the ‘Unleashing the power of local councils to 

tackle the climate emergency’ training course. 

 

 Resolved:  That item is brought back to the next committee meeting.  

 

The meeting of the Facilities & Environment Committee closed at 8.44 p.m. 

 

 


