Minutes of the Meeting of Eynsford Parish Council held on Thursday 20"
June 2024, at the Parish Office, Priory Lane, Eynsford, at 7.30pm.
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PRESENT

Members Present

Mr M Barker (arrived 8.14pm)
Mr A Cooke

Mr J Griffiths

Mrs J Laird

Mr D Naylor

Mr V Robson (Chair)
Mrs H Sim

Mr O Young

Others Present
Three members of the public at varying times. Cllr R Gough (8.56pm — 9.25pm)

Clerk in Attendance
Mrs H Ivaldi

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Mr M Barker — for lateness.

CHAIR’S REMARKS
None

CLERK’S COMMENTS
Mrs Ivaldi noted that she would be on annual leave from 1-10 July.

GOVERNANCE

a) Declarations of Interest
None.

b) Minutes of Previous Meeting
The minutes of the last full council meeting and the AGM held on 16" May 2024 were presented
for approval.

RESOLVED: That the minutes are accepted as a true and complete record and that the
recommendations are approved.

c) Finance Notes
The clerk submitted a list of accounts, and a budget report, for May 2024, as per Appendix A and
a schedule of payments.

RESOLVED: That the accounts are approved, and that the payments are made.

d) Outstanding Actions
Councillors were asked to review any outstanding actions.




Mrs Laird agreed to hand over the printed copy of the Neighbourhood Plan information to another
councillor. Mr Naylor said he would get advice from Planning Consultant HGH. Mr Naylor said
he was still looking into possible software/systems for sending out newsletters.

RESOLVED: That the information is noted.

e) Deputy Clerk
It was noted that Mrs Wintour had handed in her notice and would end her work for the council as
Deputy Clerk on 17" July. Councillors discussed recruitment to fill the position.

RESOLVED: That an Assistant Clerk is recruited. That a working group of Mr Griffiths, Mrs
Laird, Mr Cooke and Mrs Sim works on the recruitment information and process. That Mrs Ivaldi
will cover any extra work in the short term.

f) Village Hall Update

Mr Cooke gave a verbal report on the village hall/football pitch project. He noted that the COF
grant application had stalled because the fund had been put on hold by the government due to the
general election. Mr Cooke reported that the current hall was being marketed by Knight Frank.
There have been some issues confirming a contractor for the main build, but further meetings are
being arranged. Mr Cooke said that the development committee want to go ahead with the car
park enabling work this summer. This will provide parking for football and other uses but will
also be useful for when construction work does start and for delivering the shipping container. The
delay means that one small grant is at risk of being lost, however, the others are being managed.

RESOLVED: That the information is noted.

g) Village Hall Lease

Councillors were asked to review the draft lease for the village hall and summary circulated.
Recommended: that the Councillors approve the lease and decide whether rights to use the car
park and shipping container are included within the lease or by a separate agreement.

RESOLVED: That councillors approve the lease and agree the rent should be £10 per year for 99
years. That separate licences are drawn up for the car park and the shipping container. That
councillors discuss rent/and or contribution towards costs for these two items at a future meeting.

h) Electric Charging Points at Harrow Meadow

Councillors were asked to discuss and agree on the ownership of the charging point to be located
at the new car park adjoining the new village hall at Harrow Meadow. It was noted that a spur
could be created off the electricity supply for the village hall so that it could be metred correctly.

RESOLVED: That the electric charging points will be owned and managed by the parish council.

i) Parish Council Profile

Councillors were asked to discuss whether any changes should be made to how the council
advertises/presents itself and its work. It was suggested that the council could be more in tune with
residents and communicate more effectively. The council has a social media policy and social
media could be used more to promote and communicate about the parish council’s work. Mr
Robson noted that he had been visiting The Space regularly to speak to residents and had also
visited the school. He also suggested networking with local businesses.

RESOLVED: That councillors consider ideas and bring back to another meeting for further
discussion.
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At this point, 8.56pm, the meeting opened to questions from the public as per Appendix Q.
The meeting resumed at 9.08pm.

PLANNING

a) Report of the Last Planning Committee Meeting.
Councillors were asked to approve the report of the Planning committee, held on 3" June 2024.

RESOLVED: That the report is approved.

b) Notifications of Planning Consents/Refusal

24/00032/HOUSE — Chalkhurst,Upper Austin Lodge Road, Eynsford — GRANTED
24/000652/HOUSE — Greenkeepers, Upper Austin Lodge Road, Eynsford — GRANTED
24/00806/HOUSE — 38 Eynsford Rise, Eynsford - REFUSED

24/00735/HOUSE — The Willows, 10 Riverside, Eynsford —- GRANTED
24/00918/HOUSE — 1 Darenth Cottages, Station Road, Eynsford - REFUSED

RESOLVED: That the information is noted.

c) Tree Work Application 24/01481/WTCA — Eynsford Riverside Club
Notification of an application to remove an ash tree has been received. This has been sent to the
Tree Warden for comment.

RESOLVED: That the information is noted.

d) Pedham Place Update

Mr Robson gave an update on the latest progress with the campaign to prevent building at Pedham
Place. The group have been communicating with Hannah Godden at Sevenoaks District Council
who is involved in writing the plan. She has accepted that there were issues with the consultation
and the labelling of Pedham Place (i.e. not always referred to as being in Green Belt). Sevenoaks
District Council wish to use the ‘very special circumstances’ clause to release Pedham Place from
the Green Belt. The group are concerned that building on Pedham Place could set a precedent for
development elsewhere in the district. There are still discussions progressing with Wasps about a
possible stadium and associated complex on land in Crockenhill. The land in question has changed
a little. 1t was noted that Kent Highways have raised concerns about highways issues surrounding
the proposed developments. A community walk to Pedham Place is planned for 29" June for
residents to show their opposition to the scheme.

RESOLVED: That the information is noted.

HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION

a) Report of the Last Highways & Transportation Committee Meeting.
Councillors were asked to approve the report of the Highways & Transportation committee, held
on 3" June 2024.

RESOLVED: That the report is approved.

b) Streetlight Lamppost

Councillors were told that the lamppost opposite the school is corroded at the base and requires
replacement. Our streetlight contractor’s charge to replace the lamppost would be £1350.00 +
VAT and UKPN current tariff is around £3864.00 + VAT total cost to replace the lamppost would
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be £5214.00 + VAT. Councillors are asked to consider replacing the lamppost before any further
damage happens.

RESOLVED: That councillors agree to the cost and to replace the lamppost.

COMMUNITY

a) Report of the Last Community Committee Meeting.
Councillors were asked to approve the report of the Community committee, held on 3" June 2024.

RESOLVED: That the report is approved.

b) Police & Crime Report
The Clerk provided details of crime statistics. In April 11 crimes were reported as follows:

Lullingstone Park 1 x Criminal damage/arson
1 x Other theft
1 x Violence/sexual assault
Upper Austin Lodge Road 1 x Vehicle crime

Station Road 1 x Other theft
Saddlers Park 1 x Other theft
High Street 1x ASB

1 x Criminal damage/arson
1 x Vehicle crime

Mill Lane 1 x Burglary

Crockenhill Lane 1 x Violence/sexual assault

Mr Naylor noted that incidents of fraud were not included in the crime reports and that the
information about this was not easily accessible.

There was also a brief summary of the recent meeting held with representatives from the police
and the Community Safety Unit at Sevenoaks District Council. The police said that they were
aware of the issues at Eynsford, particularly at Riverside during summer months. Eynsford was
one of their key ‘task’ areas and officers were sent there as much as possible. Eynsford was also
on a ‘red route’ which means that patrol cars were encouraged to drive through Eynsford to check
on the situation when travelling to other calls. They emphasised the importance of reporting any
incidents either by calling 101 (or 999), by reporting online, or by using My Community Voice.

RESOLVED: That the information is noted.

OPEN SPACES

a) Report of the Last Open Spaces Committee Meeting.
Councillors were asked to approve the report of the Open Spaces committee, held on 3™ June
2024.

RESOLVED: That the report is approved.

b) Harrow Meadow Changing Rooms Refurbishment

Councillors were asked to set up a working group to decide on and progress details of the works to
be done at the changing rooms.
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RESOLVED: That a working group consisting of Mr Cooke, Mr Young and Mr Griffiths is set
up to progress this project.

¢) Harrow Meadow Changing Rooms Water Testing

Councillors were asked to approve the quotation for the Legionella testing from Brodex Trident.
Legionella risk assessment to include TACC sample x 3 & LP sample x 2 (One TACC sample to
be taken from one of the CWSTS) at a cost of £385.00 + VAT. This is to be undertaken before the
new football season.

RESOLVED: That the quote is approved and the testing is arranged.

d) Agreement with Cricket Club
Councillors were asked to review a draft agreement of use of Harrow Meadow by Eynsford
Cricket Club.

RESOLVED: That this item is deferred until the next meeting.

e) Display of Bylaws/Signage at Riverside

Councillors were asked to discuss the display of bylaws etc at Riverside and whether this should
be re-sited or what alternatives there may be. This issue was highlighted when unauthorised
campers set up a Riverside and claimed that there were not any ‘no camping’ signs.

RESOLVED: That the Clerk obtains prices for small signs showing: No dogs, no horses, no
camping, no BBQs, no littering.

f) Fees for Football Clubs

Councillors were asked to agree to proposed fees of £1000 per club for the upcoming season at
Harrow Meadow. Mr Robson, who is also Treasurer of Eynsford Football Club, raised the fact
that Riverside Wanderers Football Club had mentioned that they will have preference over the use
of the pitch if there is a clash/bad weather as they had contributed to fundraising for the village
hall. This opinion had resulted from informal discussions with Mr Cooke and was not a council
decision.

RESOLVED: That councillors agree that use of the football pitch is not conditional on helping to
fundraise for the New Village Hall and Football Pitch project. However, that both clubs are
encouraged to contribute towards the project if they can, as direct beneficiaries. That the rent for
the next season is agreed at £1000 per club but that this is reviewed on an annual basis. That a
letter is written to both clubs with the fee for the new season, but also stating that donations to the
project are not conditional and do not confer preferential treatment. That the letter includes details
of the fee for the first season, and that it is being kept low because it is unclear how the new pitch
will perform at this time, and also because the refurbishment works to the changing rooms will
now be happening next spring/summer after the end of the season. That the groundsman will be
asked to make a decision about the suitability of the pitch for play in wet weather.

FACILITIES & ENVIRONMENT

a) Report of the Last Facilities and Environment Committee Meeting.
Councillors were asked to approve the report of the Facilities & Environment committee, held on
3" June 2024.

RESOLVED: That the report is approved.



b) Pruning the Cherry Tree at the War Memorial

Councillors that an application for the agreed works to the cherry tree had been submitted to
Sevenoaks District Council and two quotes sought. However, since then the Tree Warden had
raised concerns about the health of the tree and that any works may make it worse.

RESOLVED: That no works are carried out on the Cherry Tree at present.

¢) Riverside Chalk Stream Interpretation Board
Mr Naylor said that this project was now being taken over by the UNESCO Geopark project.

RESOLVED: That the information is noted.

d) Annual Walkabout
Councillors were asked to agree a date for the next annual inspection of parish amenities and

property.

RESOLVED: That the Annual Walkabout takes place on 17" August at 10am and all councillors
should attend if possible.

e) Landscaping of ‘Chalk Hill’

Councillors were informed that two quotes had been received for creating a footpath along the top
of the chalk hill. H Goldsworthy £20-25,000; Feathercot £2,950 + VAT. Costings have also been
drawn up for benches and planting of a few areas. The budget has been circulated. The grant
funding would have to be spent this financial year. The project is to create a footpath over the
chalk hill with seating and planted areas, the plants being chosen for chalk soil and pollinator
friendly. Local community groups would be involved in planting. Councillors were asked to agree
to the project going ahead as described and in apply for grant funding from Groundworks and
from the UK Shared Prosperity Fund.

RESOLVED: That the project is approved and that the grant applications are supported.

The meeting ended at 10.19pm.

Chairperson: 18" July 2024



Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee of Eynsford Parish Council held on
Monday 3™ June 2024 held at Eynsford Parish Office at 7:30 p.m.

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Members Present

Mr M Barker (Chair of Planning)
Mr A Cooke

Mrs J Laird

Mr D Naylor

Mr O Young

Others Present

Clerk in Attendance
Mrs N Wintour

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Mr J Griffiths
Mr V Robson
Mrs H Sim

Election of a Chair of the Planning Committee
Councillors were asked to elect a Chair of the Planning Committee

Resolved: That Mr M Barker is elected as the Chair of Planning Committee.

Declarations of Interest
None

Planning application 24/01193/HOUSE — 1 Baldwins Cottages, Lullingstone Lane, Eynsford
Plans relating to a first-floor rear extension were tabled for discussion. This is a retrospective
application for planning permission for a first-floor extension.

Resolved: That no objection is made.

Planning Application 24/01262/HOUSE 51 Old Mill Close, Eynsford
Plans relating to the erection of a single storey extension and loft conversion into a habitable space
were tabled for discussion.

Resolved: That councillors offer no objection, but query whether the fence in the photographs is
in breach of the conditions of the original planning permission.

Planning Application 24/01166/HOUSE — Sparepenny Cottage, Sparepenny Lane, Eynsford
Plans relating to the replacement of the existing detached garage with new detached garage were
tabled for discussion.

Resolved: That no Objection is made. That a comment is made regarding the whether fence is in
breach of the original planning permission.



6)

New Village Hall Car Park

The councillors were asked to discuss the management of the car park, including the percentage of
maintenance costs the parish council should cover and their contribution towards the construction
costs of the new car park.

Mr. Cooke presented a drawing of the proposed car park and read sections of the memorandum of
understanding concerning the construction of both the village hall and the car park. It was decided
that the council would retain ownership of the car park, while the trustees would contribute to its
construction and maintenance. A Quantity Surveyor employed by the trustees had estimated the
car park’s cost at £180,000. The enabling works, which involve clearing the land and laying a type
1 agricultural base, have a budget of £30,000, leaving £150,000 to complete the car park.

The trustees plan to buy a storage container and leave it permanently in Harrow Meadow. The
parish council (PC) has approximately £34,000 allocated for the village hall and car park. Initially,
the PC considered a 25/75% split for maintenance costs, but no agreement was reached on the
construction funding percentage.

There was a discussion about potentially charging the village hall trustees rent for the car park.
Mrs Laird suggested removing the car park from the village hall lease and creating a separate
licence for it. The lease terms for the hall were also discussed, and Mr Cooke is in talks with
solicitors to finalise these soon. The government grant that trustees were apply for is no longer
available due to the general election, though it may become available again. The Parish Council
wants to own the car park, and Mr D Naylor mentioned that Mr V Robson was advocating for the
Parish Council to appoint a contractor for the car park's construction. Mr A Cooke noted that a
contractor had been appointed under a stage 1 contract for the village hall's construction.

Mrs J Laird raised the issue of electric charging points in the car park, proposing that the council
manage them, although they would use electricity from the village hall. Mr A Cooke mentioned
that one of the grants awarded was for electric charging points, but it was not included in the
planning permission. Mrs J Laird also suggested the future possibility of charging for car park use,
which would require a third party.

Mr D Naylor asked if the trustees had proposed any ideas for the car park's construction. Mr A
Cooke referred to the memorandum of understanding, which suggested a 25/75 split (25% to the
village hall). There was an extended discussion on the car park’s potential uses, the possibility of
charging for its use, and whether a separate lease or an incorporated one with flexible terms would
be better. Mr D Naylor pointed out that football players would use only a few spaces, while the
hall would need more. Mrs J Laird questioned how they would police the allocation if the village
hall were given ten spaces. Mr A Cooke responded that it would fall under car park management.
The permission for the permanent storage container has not been discussed with the council,
following the trustees’ wish to keep it permanently.

Key points to decide:
1. The percentage of the construction costs the PC is willing to fund for the car park.

Resolved: That councillors were asked to bring ideas to the next meeting on how to manage the
car park and determine the percentage splits for both maintenance and construction costs.

The meeting of the Planning Committee closed at 8:20 p.m.



Minutes of a meeting of the Highways & Transportation Committee of Eynsford
Parish Council held on Monday 3™ June 2024 held at Eynsford Parish Office at 8:20
p.m.

Members Present
Mr M Barker

Mr A Cooke
Mrs J Laird

Mr D Naylor

Mr O Young

Others Present

Clerk in Attendance
Mrs N Wintour

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Mr J Griffith
Mr V Robson
Mrs H Sim

1) Election of a Chair of the Highways & Transportation Committee
Councillors were asked to elect a chair of the Highways & Transportation Committee.

Resolved: That Mr V Robson is elected as chair of the Highways & Transportation Committee.
In the absence of Mr V Robson, Mr A Cooke chaired the meeting.

2) Declarations of Interest
None

3) Tree Work & Street Lights
The Street light contractor has flagged up that a few columns need pruning work before then can
be painted. None of these are in the conservation area. The cost would be £285.00 + VAT,
councillors are asked to agree to the works.

Resolved: That we proceed with the quotation for the works.

The meeting of the Highways & Transportation Committee closed at 8:30 p.m.



Minutes of a meeting of the Community Committee of Eynsford Parish Council held
on Monday 3™ June 2024 held at Eynsford Parish Office at 8:30 p.m.

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Members Present

Mr M Barker
Mr A Cooke
Mrs J Laird (Chair of Community)
Mr D Naylor
Mr O Young

Others Present

Clerk in Attendance
Mrs N Wintour

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Mr J Griffith
Mr V Robson
Mrs H Sim

Election of Chair of the Community Committee
Councillors were asked to elect a chair of the Community Committee.

Resolved: That Mrs J Laird is elected as chair of the Community Committee.

Declarations of Interest
None

Donation request — Baby Umbrella Charity

A requested for funding had been received by a charity supporting new parents in West Kent in
looking after their babies, breastfeeding, and other support. This includes individual and group
support. Councillors are asked to consider giving a donation.

Resolved: That a donation of £100.00 is made

Anti-Social and Criminal Behaviour, Riverside

Councillors were asked to discuss recent and ongoing issues regarding anti-social behaviour at
Riverside and in the village during the summer months and suggest any solutions. The police
have offered a meeting with us and Riverside Watch to discuss this, potential dates for this
meeting are 11" June or 14" June, no date has been set yet.

Resolved: That Mr V Robson & Mr M Barker attends the meeting with the police and Riverside
Watch and report back to the council after the meeting. That all councillors email the clerks with
any issues they wish to raise at the meeting.

Next Parish Newsletter

Councillors were asked to agree on which articles to include in the next edition of the Parish News
due out in July. One suggestion was to include an article on the children’s playground and future
provision for children in the village.




Resolved: That the following articles are included in the next newsletter:
Meet your new councillor — Mrs H Sim

Children’s playground facilities and long-term plans — Mr O Young
Anti-social behaviour meeting with police — Mr M Barker

The Big Green week — Mrs J Laird

Village hall — Mr A Cooke

Pedham Place — Mr V Robson

Family fun — Mrs N Wintour

Geopark — Mr D Naylor

The deadline for articles is 15" July 2024.

The meeting of the Community Committee closed at 8:46 p.m.



Minutes of a meeting of the Open Spaces Committee of Eynsford Parish Council held
on Monday 3™ June 2024 held at Eynsford Parish Office at 8:46 p.m.

Members Present

Mr M Barker

Mr A Cooke (Chair of Open Spaces)
Mrs J Laird

Mr D Naylor

Mr O Young

Others Present

Clerk in Attendance
Mrs N Wintour

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Mr J Griffiths
Mr V Robson
Mrs H Sim

1) Election of a Chair of the Open Spaces Committee
Councillors were asked to elect a chair of the Open Spaces Committee.

Resolved: That Mr A Cooke is elected as chair of the Open spaces Committee.

The meeting of the Open Spaces Committee closed at 8:47 p.m.



Minutes of a meeting of the Facilities & Environment Committee of Eynsford Parish
Council held on Monday 3" June 2024 held at Eynsford Parish Office at 8:47 pm.

1)

Members Present

Mr M Barker

Mr A Cooke

Mrs J Laird

Mr D Naylor (Chair of Facilities & Environment Committee)
Mr O Young

Others Present

Clerk in Attendance
Mrs N Wintour

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Mr J Griffiths
Mr V Robson
Mrs H Sim

Election of a Chair of the Facilities & Environment Committee.
Councillors were asked to elect a chair of the Facilities & Environment Committee.

Resolved: That Mr D Naylor is elected as chair of the Facilities & Environment Committee.

The meeting of the Facilities & Environment Committee closed at 8:48 p.m.



