
 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of Eynsford Parish Council held on Thursday 20th 

February 2025, at the Parish Office, Priory Lane, Eynsford, at 7.30pm. 
               

 

9272 PRESENT 

  

 Members Present 

Mr Barker (arrived 8.45pm) 

Mr A Cooke 

Mrs J Laird 

Mr Robson 

Mrs H Sim 

 

Others Present 

Mr J Gee, Tree Warden, Mr R Gough, County Councillor (9pm – 9.22pm) 

 

 Clerk in Attendance 

 Mrs H Ivaldi  

 

9273 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Mr D Naylor, Mr O Young, Mr J Griffiths, Mr M Barker (for lateness). 

 

9274 CHAIR’S REMARKS 

 Mr Robson reminded councillors to complete their monthly financial audits.  

 

9275 CLERK’S COMMENTS 

None.  

 

9276 GOVERNANCE 

 

a) Declarations of Interest 

None. 

 

 b) Minutes of Previous Meeting 

The minutes of the last full council meeting held on 16th January 2025 were presented for 

approval. 

 

RESOLVED: That the minutes are accepted as a true and complete record and that the 

recommendations are approved.  

  

 c) Finance Notes  

The clerk submitted a list of accounts, and a budget report, for January 2025.  

 

RESOLVED: That the accounts are approved and the payment schedule is signed. 

 

d) Outstanding Actions 

Councillors provided updates on the outstanding actions spreadsheet and noted the following 

items should be amended:  

It was noted that the cricket club meeting was in progress; that a date had been set for a meeting 

about a permissive path at Castlefield; that a meeting had been held to decide on which plants to 

order for Chalk Hill; that Mr Cooke was undertaking the playground inspections during the winter 



 

 

months. It was also requested that Mrs Sim’s item about parking be removed from the list and that 

and item be added to the next agenda about the trees overshadowing the playground. 

 

RESOLVED: The information is noted, that the spreadsheet is updated.  

 

9277 HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION 

 

a) Report of the Last Highways & Transportation Committee Meeting. 

Councillors were asked to approve the report of the Highways & Transportation committee, held 

on 3rd February 2025. 

 

 RESOLVED: That the report is approved. 

 

b) Charges for Street Lamp Replacement 

Councillors were informed that following a previous discussion on the costs to replace a damaged 

street lamp column outside the school, further information had been received. UKPN scheduled 

this for October half term but got the dates wrong. UKPN maintain that a Sunday would be the 

best time to carry out this work. Extra costs for Sunday working would be £440 + £782 for a 

temporary pedestrian crossing. Extra costs from the streetlighting contractor would be £1827 + 

VAT for increased groundworks costs and lorry hire. The council has already paid £3864+ VAT 

for this work to UKPN. The total costs for this work would therefore be £5086 + VAT (UKPN) 

and £3177 + VAT (Streetlights) = £8263 + VAT. Councillors were asked to decide whether to go 

ahead with the job with these additional costs. 

 

RESOLVED: That the Clerk goes back to the contractor to query the timing and mix up again. 

 

c) Reclassification of A225 Wilmington to Otford 

Councillors were told that other local parish councils have suggested requesting that the A225 is 

reclassified as a B road in order to facilitate improvements. 

 

RESOLVED: That Mr Robson discusses this with local councils on behalf of Eynsford Parish 

Council to investigate the option and potential benefits.. 

 

9278 COMMUNITY 

 

a) Report of the Last Community Committee Meeting. 

Councillors were asked to approve the report of the Community committee, held on 3rd February 

2025. 

 

 RESOLVED: That the report is approved. 

 

b) Police/Crime Report 

The latest crime figures for December 2024 were provided for the Councillors to review, there 

were three crimes reported:   

 

Lullingstone Park 1 x Anti Social Behaviour 

Station Road  1 x Violence & Sexual Offence 

Gibson Place  1 x Violence & Sexual Offence 

 

c) Donation to Eynsford in Bloom 



 

 

Councillors were asked to agree on their annual donation to Eynsford in Bloom to help to fund 

their work in the village. £1500 has been budgeted and evidence of expenditure in 2024 totalling 

£1055.77 had been provided. 

 

RESOLVED: That a donation of £1055.77 is made. That Eynsford in Bloom are invited to 

submit an additional request before the next meeting for any other expenses incurred this financial 

year. 

 

d) KCC Parish Council Support Scheme 

Councillors were informed that Mrs Sim had successfully applied to this scheme on behalf of the 

council for funding towards The Space which supports vulnerable and isolated people in our 

community. 

 

RESOLVED: That the information is noted. 

 

9279  OPEN SPACES 

 

a) Report of the Last Open Spaces Committee Meeting. 

Councillors were asked to approve the report of the Open Spaces committee, held on 3rd February 

2025. 

 

 RESOLVED: That the report is approved. 

 

 b) Use of Riverside Green  

Councillors were asked whether to grant permission to Orpington Methodist Church to use 

Riverside Green as a checkpoint and refreshment stop for the 56th Annual Walk. They would like 

to use the green between 10:00am and 1:30pm on 10th May. 

 

RESOLVED: That permission is granted. 

 

 c) Use of Football Pitch - Ad Hoc Bookings 

Councillors are asked to approve a standard rental agreement, procedure and price for hiring the 

football pitch at Harrow Meadow to other teams. The revised agreement was not available at the 

meeting. 

 

RESOLVED: That this item is deferred until the next meeting. 

 

 d) Use of Football Pitch – South Darenth Under 16s 

Councillors were told that South Darenth Football Team under 16s have requested to use the 

Football pitch on Sundays after the Vets team have played weather permitting, they are requesting 

the cost to play till the end of the season and then secondly for next season. 

 

RESOLVED: That the team are allowed to play this season subject to availability and pitch 

conditions for £65 per match and that the Clerk organises the collection of keys. That the council 

makes a decision about next season at a later meeting. 

 

 e) Contract with Project Manager 

Councillors were asked to agree the wording of a contract with PJM Building Services regarding 

the management of the refurbishment project at Harrow Meadow changing rooms. 

 

RESOLVED: That, subject to a few small amendments, the contract is approved and issued for 

signature. 



 

 

 

9280 FACILITIES & ENVIRONMENT 

 

 a) Report of the Last Facilities & Environment Committee Meeting. 

Councillors were asked to approve the report of the Facilities & Environment committee, held on 

3rd February 2025. 

 

RESOLVED: That the report is approved subject to amending item 4’s resolution to say “ That 

an additional interpretation board/or totem pole is not installed at Riverside.” 

 

Mr Barker arrived at this point, 8.45pm. 

 

 b) Clearance of pathway from High Street to Chalk Hill  

Councillors were asked to agree to clearing the pathway from the High Street to Chalk Hill.  A 

quote of £500 had been received to clear the whole length, or £300 just to clear the overgrown ivy. 

 

RESOLVED: That it is agreed to spend £500 on the clearance. That a letter is sent to the 

properties adjoining the path to tell them that the overhanging vegetation will be cleared.   

 

 c) Tree Survey Work Quotes 

Councillors were told that three quotes had been received for the urgent work identified in the tree 

survey. Councillors were asked to review and agree which company to go ahead with for the tree 

survey inspection works: Quotes have been received from Down to Earth, Aspen Tree Care, and 

Callum Smith. 

 

RESOLVED: That the works at Castlefield Allotments totalling £750 are awarded to Aspen Tree 

Care. That the works at Riverside totalling £400 are awarded to Callum Smith. That a letter is 

written to residents with housing backing onto the allotment area behind the changing rooms 

about fly tipping of garden waste that is damaging a tree. That quotes are sought to remove T2 at 

Harrow Meadow. 

 

  d) RHS Competition - “It’s Your Neighbourhood” 

Eynsford in Bloom had asked whether councillors would like to enter Chalk Hill/Harrow Meadow 

to this free competition as part of Eynsford in Bloom’s submission for 2025.  

The deadline to enter is 28th February 2025. 

 

RESOLVED: That Chalk Hill is entered into the It’s Your Neighbourhood competition. 

 

Mr R Gough arrived at this point 9pm. 

At this point the meeting is opened up to questions from members of the public (see Appendix Q). 

The meeting resumed at 9.22pm. 

 

9281 PLANNING  

 

a) Report of the Last Planning Committee Meeting 

Councillors were asked to approve the report of the last Committee meeting held on 3rd February 

2025. 

 

RESOLVED:  That the report is approved 

  

b) Notifications of planning consents/refusals  

Greenkeepers, Upper Austin Lodge Road, Eynsford 24/03049/HOUSE – Granted 



 

 

Mallards, High Street, Eynsford 24/02647/HOUSE – Granted. 

 

RESOLVED: That the information is noted.  

 

 c) Planning Application – Delegated Decision 

The following application was responded to by the Clerk using delegated powers: 

25/00176/HOUSE – Crayfish Cottage, High St, Eynsford, Kent 

Erection of a single storey rear extension, A porch to the front and landscape alterations, 

replacement of cladding, existing windows and doors in similar appearance. 

Response: No Objections. 

 

RESOLVED: That the information is noted. 

 

 d) Planning Application 24/03223/OAT – 1 Fairview Villas, High Street, Eynsford Kent 

Councillors were informed that an amended outline application for a new dwelling with associated 

parking with some matters reserved had been received. 

 

RESOLVED: That the information is noted. 

 

 e) Neighbourhood Plan Consultation 

Councillors were told that the formal consultation about the designated area for the joint 

neighbourhood plan with Farningham will run from Friday 14 February to Friday 28 March 2025 

and will be available on Sevenoaks District Council’s website and that details would be circulated 

locally. 

 

RESOLVED: That councillors help to promote the consultation. 

 

 f) CIL Funding – Eynsford Village Hall 

Councillors were informed that a new CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy) funding round had 

been announced by Sevenoaks District Council with a deadline of 24th March 2025. Councillors 

were asked to agree to the Clerk applying for funding for the new village hall project. 

 

RESOLVED: That the Clerk applies for funding for the new village hall project. 

 

 

The meeting ended at 9.28 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

  Chairperson: 20th March 2025 



 

 

Appendix Q 

 

Public Questions from the Meeting of Eynsford Parish Council, held on Thursday 

20th February 2025 
 

At 9.05pm the meeting opened to questions from the public 

 

Mr Gee spoke about vegetation dumped around the base of a tree in the allotments. It was agreed to 

follow up with the homeowners. 

 

Mr Gough reported that the Darent Valley path at Lullingstone was now ready to go ahead with all 

agreements in place. The aim is to finish it by the end of June. 

 

Mr Gough had seen the updated HIP and would be happy to be involved in a meeting about this and the 

proposed footpath on the A225. 

 

Mr Gough had been working to a response to the Protect our Green Belt group about Highways issues 

related to Pedham Place. He would forward this to Mr Robson. 

 

Mr Gough noted that Kent had not been chosen for the first round of devolution, however, the Lower 

Thames Crossing was likely to go ahead. 

 

Public questions closed at 9.22pm.  



 

 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee of Eynsford Parish Council held on 

Monday 3rd February 2025 held at Eynsford Parish Office at 7.34 p.m. 
  

Members Present:  

 Mr M Barker (Chair of the Planning Committee) 

Mrs H Sim 

 Mr V Robson 

 Mr A Cooke 

 Mrs J Laird 

 Mr J Griffiths 

  

Clerk in Attendance: 

 Mrs J Tunbridge 

 

Others Present 

  

  

Apologies for Absence: 

 Mr O Young 

 Mr D Naylor 

 

1) Declarations of Interest 

 None 

 

2) Planning Application 25/00166/HOUSE, 54 Eynsford Rise, Eynsford 

 Members discussed an application for a proposed front dormer at this address. 

Resolved: That no objections are made. 

 

3) Tree Work Application 25/00195/WTCA – Home Farmhouse, Riverside, Eynsford 

 Members noted an application to fell a magnolia tree at the above address. 

Details of this application had been sent to the Tree Warden for comment, and he submitted no 

objections on behalf of the council. 

 Resolved: That the information is noted. 

 

4) Tree Work Application 25/00191/WTPO – 24 Old Mill Close, Eynsford 

 Members noted an application for various works to trees. 

Details of this application had been sent to the Tree Warden for comment, and he submitted no 

objections on behalf of the council. 

 Resolved: That the information is noted. 

 

5) Neighbourhood Plan 

Members were asked to review collective actions regarding the proposed Neighbourhood Plan. 

Mrs H Sim also wished to have a meeting with the school parents to discuss the plan to recruit and 

get more people involved. 

Resolved: Councillors agreed that the plan is positive and that they should support the SDC 

consultation. That Mrs H Sim and Mr V Robson invite interested members of the public to an 

informal meeting to discuss the proposed plan further. 

 

6)  Land at bottom of Sparepenny Lane 

Mr V Robson gave an update on the issues/concerns with the land at the bottom of Sparepenny 

Lane. Mr V Robson noted that he had met with the owner of the land and a neighbour who has the 



 

 

lane access to the land. He reported that the owner is planning a 3-bedroom house for his son and 

will put in the necessary planning permission and will keep the neighbours up to date. 

 Resolved: That the information is noted. 

 

The meeting of the Planning Committee closed at 7.55 p.m. 

  



 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Highways & Transportation Committee of Eynsford 

Parish Council held on Monday 3rd February 2025 held at Eynsford Parish Office at 

7.55 p.m. 
  

Members Present:  

 Mr M Barker 

 Mrs H Sim  

 Mr V Robson (Chair of the Highways & Transportation Committee) 

 Mr A Cooke 

 Mrs J Laird 

 Mr J Griffiths 

  

Clerk in Attendance: 

 Mrs J Tunbridge 

 

Others Present 

  

  

Apologies for Absence: 

 Mr O Young 

Mr D Naylor 

 

1) Declarations of Interest 

 None 

 

2) Transport Strategy for the South East 

Members were informed that Transport South East are consulting on their latest strategy. This 

Strategy outlines a Vision for the South East to be recognised globally for achieving sustainable 

prosperity and the highest quality of life. It builds on the previous Strategy that was published in 

2020.This includes improving strategic connectivity, strengthening resilience, enhancing 

integration, decarbonising the transport system, and unlocking sustainable growth. The closing 

date for the consultation is the 7th March 2025. 

Resolved: That people are encouraged to read and respond to the consultation. 

 

The meeting of the Highways & Transportation Committee closed at 7.57p.m. 

  



 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Community Committee of Eynsford Parish Council held 

on Monday 3rd February 2025 held at Eynsford Parish Office at 7.57 p.m. 
 

Members Present:  

 Mr M Barker  

 Mrs H Sim 

 Mr V Robson  

 Mr A Cooke 

 Mrs J Laird (Chair of the Community Committee) 

 Mr J Griffiths 

  

Clerk in Attendance: 

 Mrs J Tunbridge 

 

Others Present 

  

  

Apologies for Absence: 

 Mr O Young 

 Mr D Naylor 

 

1) Declarations of Interest 

None 

 
2) VE Day Commemorations 

Councillors were asked to agree on any commemorations for the 80th anniversary of VE Day on 

and around 8th May (https://www.veday80.org.uk/). It has been suggested that a special VE day 

flag be flown on the flagpole outside St Martin’s Church and the church would be happy with this 

arrangement. 

Resolved: That a 54” x 90” flag is purchased for this purpose costing £64.26 

 

3) Community Award Nomination 

Councillors were asked to select a winner from those nominated for the award and to agree a 

sentence describing their contribution to be added to their certificate from KALC. 

Resolved: That the award is given to Alan Cooke with the following to be added to the certificate: 

In recognition of Alan’s tireless work managing the village hall project as well as his work for the 

parish council looking after the allotments and recreation areas for our community.  

 

 

The meeting of the Community Committee closed at 8.06 pm.  

https://www.veday80.org.uk/


 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Open Spaces Committee of Eynsford Parish Council held 

on Monday 3rd February 2025 held at Eynsford Parish Office at 8.06 p.m. 
 

Members Present:  

 Mr M Barker  

 Mrs H Sim 

 Mr V Robson  

 Mr A Cooke (Chair of the Open Spaces Committee) 

 Mrs J Laird  

 Mr J Griffiths 

  

Clerk in Attendance: 

 Mrs J Tunbridge 

 

Others Present 

  

  

Apologies for Absence: 

 Mr O Young 

Mr D Naylor 

 

1)  Declarations of Interest 

Mr V Robson declared a non-pecuniary interest in items 3 - 5 as treasurer of Eynsford Football 

Club 

 

2) Cricket Club Agreement 

Councillors A Cooke and J Laird  provided an update from the recent meeting with Eynsford 

Cricket Club (ECC) and highlight the points and concerns raised by ECC. Councillors were asked 

to reconsider the terms of the draft Agreement and to invite ECC for a meeting to with the parish 

council to discuss problems at Common Meadow and how achieve a good working relationship.  

Resolved: That Mr V Robson will contact ECC and set up a meeting with them to be held at the 

Parish Office, Mr V Robson will attend along with Mr J Griffiths, Mr A Cooke and all other 

councillors are welcome to attend if possible. That the draft Agreement  be put on hold until the 

meeting has taken place. 

 

3) Grounds Maintenance Contracts 

Councillors were asked to decide whether to make any changes to the tender documents for the 

ground maintenance contracts. 

Resolved: That the following changes are made:  

Contract B1 – Cricket Pitch, Common Meadow, Riverside – To take off Cricket Square. 

Contract C – Harrow Meadow, Bower Lane – revise pitch cutting to 3 cuts in April, 2 cuts in 

September, 2 cuts in October, 2 cuts in November and 1 cut in December.  Also to add to cut the 

west bank (between carpark and pitch) 3 times a year. 

 

4) Use of Harrow Meadow Football Pitch 

Members are asked to agree guidelines for the use of Harrow Meadow by other clubs on a regular 

or ad hoc basis. Considerations included: 

• Clarify what matches are already planned with the regular teams. 

• Find out if Riverside Wanderers FC would be happy to loan or rent out their goals and for how 

much. 

• Arranging for the gate and changing rooms to be unlocked, with instructions around the use of 

the showers etc. 



 

 

• Arrangements around cleaning the changing rooms and subsequent inspections 

• Moving of and securing of goals 

• Personal injury insurance for the visiting team/s 

• Ensuring that the council’s bylaws are adhered to. 

• Ensuring that the pitch is in a playable condition and will not suffer from additional use. 

• Agreeing a rental fee. 

Resolved: That the above considerations are agreed, and that permission be granted for other 

clubs/teams to the use the pitch. Mr A Cooke will amend the draft agreement and bring it back to 

another meeting, with a new hire price of £80 per match/hire (but to be reviewed if there is a need 

to pay for the hire of the goals). 

 

5) Refurbishment of the Changing Rooms 

Councillors were asked to progress obtaining two quotes for each section of work listed on the 

priority list of work. Mr A Cooke advised that a survey has been done, and he has a list of priority 

works to be carried out, Mr Cooke is meeting with Pete Menditta the project manager from PJM 

Construction to discuss the next streps and obtaining two quotes. 

Resolved:  That the information is noted. 

 

6)         Hole at Riverside 

It was noted that the hole had been filled with concrete for a “quick fix”.  A reply had been 

received from Environmental agency, giving three different options of how to deal with the 

problem. 

Resolved: That the concrete “fix” is sufficient for now and councillors are happy with the repair 

that has been done, and that no further action is taken 

 

The meeting of the Open Spaces Committee closed at 8.38 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Facilities and Environment Committee of Eynsford 

Parish Council held on Monday 3rd February 2025 held at Eynsford Parish Office at 

8.38 p.m. 

 
Members Present:  

 Mr M Barker  

 Mrs H Sim 

 Mr V Robson  

 Mr A Cooke 

 Mrs J Laird  

 Mr J Griffiths 

  

Clerk in Attendance: 

 Mrs J Tunbridge 

 

Others Present 

  

Apologies for Absence: 

 Mr O Young 

Mr D Naylor 

 

In the absence of Mr Naylor, Mr Cooke chaired the meeting 

 

1) Declarations of Interest 

None 

 

2) Local Nature Recovery Strategy Public Consultation 

Members were informed that the Strategy highlights the ambitions of helping habitats such as 

chalk grasslands, ancient woodland and coastal grazing marsh and mudflats. It also identifies 

priority species that need assistance, like the Shrill Carder Bee, Barn Owl, Duke of Burgundy 

Butterfly and Green-winged Orchid.  The draft strategy sets out the priorities for the recovery of 

nature in the county, and the recommended actions to deliver this. It also proposes areas where the 

creation or improvement of habitats could take place, highlighting where the greatest benefits will 

be for nature. The Strategy’s principles start with improving and safeguarding what we already 

have and aim towards connectivity between these areas, giving nature more resilience.  The 

deadline for comments is 12th March 2025. 

Resolved: That Mr D Naylor responds to this consultation on behalf of the council. 

 

3) Chalk Hill Planting 

Councillors were asked to approve expenditure of the remaining £522 in the 2024/25 Chalk Hill 

budget on plants including 2 -3 crab apple trees, wildflower seeds, ornamental grasses and hardy 

perennials which will be planted along chalk hill in the spring. 

Resolved: That the expenditure of up to £522 is agreed for plants for Chalk Hill. 

 

4) River Interpretation Board 

Councillors were asked to discuss installing an additional (i.e. second) chalk stream interpretation 

board and/or an additional “totem" pole either on Riverside or elsewhere. 

Resolved: That an additional Interpretation board/or totem pole is not installed on Riverside.  

 

The meeting of the Facilities Committee closed at 8.45 p.m. 

 



 

 

 


